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Welcome to Washington, D.C., the vibrant capital of the United States! This
historic city is home to some of the world's most iconic landmarks,
museums, and historical sites. While many visitors choose to explore the
city by car, there's a more convenient and affordable way to see the sights -
public transportation.

With its extensive network of buses, trains, and Metrorail lines, getting
around Washington, D.C. by public transportation is a breeze. You'll save
money on gas and parking, and you'll avoid the hassle of traffic and finding
a place to park. Plus, you'll be able to relax and enjoy the scenery as you
travel from one attraction to the next.
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This comprehensive travel guide will provide you with everything you need
to know to plan your trip to Washington, D.C. and explore the city using
public transportation. We'll cover the best ways to get around, where to
stay, what to see and do, and how to save money on your trip.

Getting Around Washington, D.C. by Public Transportation

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) operates the
public transportation system in Washington, D.C. and the surrounding
suburbs. The system includes six Metrorail lines, hundreds of bus routes,
and several commuter rail lines.

The Metrorail is the fastest and most convenient way to get around the city.
The trains run frequently and reliably, and they can take you to all of the
major tourist destinations in Washington, D.C.

To ride the Metrorail, you will need to purchase a SmarTrip card. SmarTrip
cards can be purchased at any Metrorail station or at many retail locations
throughout the city. You can add value to your SmarTrip card at any fare
vending machine or at a customer service window.

Once you have a SmarTrip card, you can simply tap it on the fare reader at
the entrance to the Metrorail station. The fare will be automatically
deducted from your card. You can also use your SmarTrip card to ride
buses and commuter rail trains.

In addition to the Metrorail, there are also several bus routes that serve
Washington, D.C. Buses are a good option for getting to places that are not
served by the Metrorail, such as the National Mall and the Smithsonian
museums.



To ride the bus, you will need to have exact change. You can also purchase
a SmarTrip card and use it to pay your fare on the bus.

If you are planning on using public transportation extensively during your
trip to Washington, D.C., you may want to consider purchasing a weekly or
monthly pass. Passes can be purchased at any Metrorail station or at a
customer service window.

Where to Stay in Washington, D.C.

There are many great places to stay in Washington, D.C., but if you are
planning on using public transportation to get around, you will want to
choose a hotel that is located near a Metrorail station.

Here are a few recommended hotels that are located within walking
distance of Metrorail stations:

The Willard InterContinental

The Hay-Adams

The Jefferson Hotel

The Ritz-Carlton, Washington, D.C.

The Mandarin Oriental, Washington, D.C.

What to See and Do in Washington, D.C.

There are endless things to see and do in Washington, D.C. Here is a list of
some of the most popular tourist attractions:

The National Mall



The Smithsonian museums

The Lincoln Memorial

The Washington Monument

The White House

The Capitol Building

The Kennedy Center

The National Zoo

The International Spy Museum

The Newseum

If you are short on time, you can purchase a hop-on, hop-off bus tour that
will take you to all of the major tourist attractions in Washington, D.C.

How to Save Money on Your Trip to Washington, D.C.

There are several ways to save money on your trip to Washington, D.C.
Here are a few tips:

Purchase a weekly or monthly pass for public transportation.

Take advantage of free activities, such as visiting the Smithsonian
museums and the National Mall.

Look for discounts on attractions and tours.

Travel during the off-season.

Pack your own food and drinks.



Washington, D.C. is a vibrant and exciting city with something to offer
everyone. With its convenient and affordable public transportation system,
getting around the city is a breeze. So what are you waiting for? Start
planning your trip today!
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