
Titus Andronicus
Folger Shakespeare Library

Titus Andronicus is one of William Shakespeare's most controversial and
violent plays. It was first performed in 1594 and tells the story of a Roman
general who is tricked into killing his own children. The play is full of blood,
gore, and revenge, and it has been criticized for its excessive violence.
However, it is also a powerful and moving tragedy that explores the themes
of justice, revenge, and the human condition.
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The play begins with Titus Andronicus returning to Rome after a successful
campaign against the Goths. He is greeted by his family, including his two
sons, Lucius and Mutius, and his daughter, Lavinia. However, Titus's joy is
short-lived, as he soon learns that his sons have been killed by the sons of
the new emperor, Saturninus. Titus is enraged by the murder of his sons,
and he vows revenge.
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Titus's revenge is swift and brutal. He kills Saturninus's sons and bakes
them into a pie, which he then serves to Saturninus and his wife, Tamora.
Titus also mutilates Lavinia, cutting off her hands and tongue. The play
ends with Titus being killed by Saturninus, and Lavinia being rescued by
her brother, Lucius.

Titus Andronicus is a powerful and moving tragedy that explores the
themes of justice, revenge, and the human condition. The play is full of
blood, gore, and violence, but it is also a powerful exploration of the human
psyche. The play asks difficult questions about the nature of justice and
revenge, and it forces us to confront the dark side of human nature.

The Folger Shakespeare Library

The Folger Shakespeare Library is a research library in Washington, D.C.,
dedicated to the study of William Shakespeare and his works. The library
was founded in 1932 by Henry Clay Folger, a wealthy businessman and
collector of Shakespearean materials. The Folger Library houses the
world's largest collection of Shakespeareana, including first editions of all of
Shakespeare's plays and poems, as well as a wide range of other materials
related to Shakespeare's life and work.

The Folger Library is a major center for Shakespearean scholarship, and it
offers a variety of programs and services for scholars, students, and the
general public. The library's collections are available to researchers from
around the world, and the library also offers a variety of educational
programs, including lectures, workshops, and exhibitions.

Titus Andronicus at the Folger Shakespeare Library



The Folger Shakespeare Library holds a number of important items related
to Titus Andronicus, including a first edition of the play from 1600. The
library also has a number of other editions of the play, as well as a variety
of other materials related to the play's performance history.

The Folger Library has hosted a number of exhibitions and events related
to Titus Andronicus. In 2006, the library hosted an exhibition entitled "Titus
Andronicus: A Play of Revenge," which explored the play's themes of
violence and revenge. The exhibition featured a number of items from the
library's collection, including the first edition of the play.

The Folger Library continues to be a major center for the study of Titus
Andronicus. The library's collections and programs provide scholars and
students with a unique opportunity to learn about the play and its
performance history.

Titus Andronicus is one of William Shakespeare's most controversial and
violent plays. However, it is also a powerful and moving tragedy that
explores the themes of justice, revenge, and the human condition. The
Folger Shakespeare Library holds a number of important items related to
Titus Andronicus, and the library continues to be a major center for the
study of the play.
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