
The National Industrial Security Program
Operating Manual (NISPOM): A
Comprehensive Guide

The National Industrial Security Program Operating Manual (NISPOM) is a
comprehensive document that provides guidance on the implementation of
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the National Industrial Security Program (NISP). The NISP is a program
that establishes security requirements for organizations that handle
classified information within the defense industrial base. The NISPOM is
designed to help organizations protect classified information from
unauthorized disclosure, theft, or sabotage.
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Purpose of the NISPOM

The NISPOM provides detailed instructions on how to implement the
security requirements of the NISP. These requirements cover a wide range
of topics, including:

Personnel security

Physical security

Information security

Industrial security
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Cybersecurity

Importance of the NISPOM

The NISPOM is an essential resource for organizations that handle
classified information. By following the requirements outlined in the
NISPOM, organizations can help to protect classified information from
unauthorized disclosure, theft, or sabotage. This can help to prevent
damage to national security and protect the interests of the United States.

Structure of the NISPOM

The NISPOM is divided into four parts:

Part 1: General

Part 2: Personnel Security

Part 3: Physical Security

Part 4: Information Security

Part 1 of the NISPOM provides an overview of the NISP and its
requirements. Part 2 covers personnel security, including screening,
training, and termination of employment. Part 3 covers physical security,
including access control, perimeter security, and security lighting. Part 4
covers information security, including classification, handling, and storage
of classified information.

How to Use the NISPOM

The NISPOM is a complex document, but it is essential for organizations
that handle classified information. Organizations should use the NISPOM to



develop and implement a security program that meets the requirements of
the NISP. The NISPOM can also be used to train employees on security
procedures and to assess the effectiveness of a security program.

The NISPOM is a valuable resource for organizations that handle classified
information. By following the requirements outlined in the NISPOM,
organizations can help to protect classified information from unauthorized
disclosure, theft, or sabotage. This can help to prevent damage to national
security and protect the interests of the United States.
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