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The Constitution of Japan is the supreme law of Japan. It was adopted on
May 3, 1947, and came into effect on May 3, 1947. The constitution was
drafted by the American occupation authorities after World War II, and it
was heavily influenced by the United States Constitution.

The constitution consists of 103 articles, and it is divided into three parts:
the preamble, the body, and the supplementary provisions. The preamble
states the basic principles of the constitution, and the body contains the
specific provisions of the constitution. The supplementary provisions
contain transitional provisions and other miscellaneous provisions.

Historical Context

The Constitution of Japan was drafted in the aftermath of World War II, and
it was intended to create a new Japan that was democratic and peaceful.
The constitution replaced the Meiji Constitution, which had been in effect
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since 1889. The Meiji Constitution was authoritarian, and it gave the
emperor absolute power.

The American occupation authorities played a major role in drafting the
Constitution of Japan. The Americans wanted to create a new Japan that
was democratic and peaceful, and they believed that a new constitution
was necessary to achieve this goal.

Key Principles

The Constitution of Japan is based on the following key principles:

Popular sovereignty: The constitution states that the people are the
ultimate source of power in Japan. This means that the government is
responsible to the people, and the people have the right to change the
government if they are not satisfied with it.

Human rights: The constitution guarantees a number of basic human
rights, including the right to life, liberty, and property. These rights are
protected by the courts, and the government cannot violate them.

Democracy: The constitution establishes a democratic government in
Japan. The government is elected by the people, and the people have
the right to participate in the political process.

Pacifism: The constitution renounces war and the use of force as a
means of settling international disputes. Japan is a pacifist country,
and it has not been involved in a war since World War II.

Impact on Japanese Society

The Constitution of Japan has had a profound impact on Japanese society.
The constitution has created a new Japan that is democratic, peaceful, and



respectful of human rights.

The constitution has also helped to create a more just and equitable society
in Japan. The constitution has eliminated discrimination based on race,
gender, and religion, and it has guaranteed equal rights for all citizens.

The Constitution of Japan is a landmark document that has had a profound
impact on Japanese society. The constitution has created a new Japan that
is democratic, peaceful, and respectful of human rights. The constitution is
a testament to the power of democracy, and it is a model for other countries
that are seeking to build a more just and equitable world.

Further Reading

The Constitution of Japan (Japanese government website)

The Japanese Constitution (Library of Congress website)

The Constitution of Japan (Britannica website)
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