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In 2016, renowned Australian artist Chris Gibson embarked on a
captivating artistic pilgrimage. Spanning over 10,000 kilometers, he
traveled across the vast expanse of Oceania, visiting and painting 33
churches in vibrant watercolors. This remarkable series, aptly titled
"Starfish," captures the architectural beauty and cultural significance of
these sacred spaces.

Gibson's journey began in Papua New Guinea, where he encountered the
stunningly intricate St. Barnabas' Anglican Church in Dogura. From there,
he ventured to Fiji, the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, and New Caledonia,
discovering a diverse array of churches that showcased the unique cultural
traditions of each island.

The Starfish Symbolism
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The title "Starfish" holds profound symbolic meaning for Gibson. Starfish,
commonly found in Oceania, represent resilience, adaptability, and the
interconnectedness of life. In the context of these paintings, they symbolize
the enduring faith and community found within each church.

Gibson's decision to use watercolors further enhances the fluidity and
interconnectedness depicted in his works. The vibrant hues and washes of
color evoke a sense of movement and life, capturing the dynamic nature of
these sacred spaces.

Artistic Style and Techniques

Gibson's artistic style is characterized by bold, expressive brushstrokes and
a keen eye for detail. His watercolors burst with color and luminosity,
capturing the vibrant architectural features and cultural nuances of each
church.

He employs a variety of techniques to create depth and texture. Thick,
impasto brushstrokes convey the solidity of walls and roofs, while delicate
washes create an ethereal quality in the interiors. Gibson's skillful use of
light and shadow further enhances the illusion of space and atmosphere.

Cultural Perspectives and Stories

Beyond their aesthetic beauty, Gibson's paintings reveal the rich cultural
heritage and stories embedded within these churches. Each work offers a
glimpse into the lives of the communities they serve.

In the Solomon Islands, Gibson witnessed the vibrant community life
centered around the Anglican Church of St. Paul in Taroaniara. In Vanuatu,



he captured the unique architectural style of the Church of St. John the
Evangelist in Mele Maat on Efate Island.

Preservation and Legacy

Gibson's "Starfish" series serves as a testament to the architectural and
cultural heritage of Oceania. By documenting the beauty and diversity of
these churches, he aims to raise awareness and inspire their preservation.

The paintings have been exhibited internationally, gaining recognition for
their artistic merit and cultural significance. Gibson's work has also been
used in educational campaigns to promote understanding and appreciation
of Oceania's cultural heritage.

Chris Gibson's "Starfish" paintings are a vibrant and compelling exploration
of faith, culture, and architectural beauty in Oceania. Through his masterful
use of watercolors, he captures the essence of these sacred spaces and
the stories they hold. His work serves as a reminder of the enduring power
of faith and the interconnectedness of human experience.
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