
Orchestra Score Igor Stravinsky The Rite of
Spring: A Detailed Analysis
Igor Stravinsky's The Rite of Spring is one of the most famous and
influential orchestral works of the 20th century. Its premiere in Paris in 1913
caused a riot, and it has continued to provoke and inspire audiences ever
since. The work is a vivid and brutal depiction of a pagan ritual, and its
music is full of energy, dissonance, and rhythmic complexity.

The Rite of Spring is scored for a large orchestra, including:

3 flutes (one doubling piccolo)

2 oboes (one doubling English horn)

3 clarinets (one doubling bass clarinet)

3 bassoons (one doubling contrabassoon)

4 horns

3 trumpets

3 trombones

1 tuba

Timpani

Percussion (including bass drum, snare drum, cymbals, triangle,
tambourine, xylophone, and glockenspiel)

Strings (violins, violas, cellos, and double basses)



The Rite of Spring is divided into two parts:
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Part I: The Adoration of the Earth

Part II: The Sacrifice

Part I begins with a slow and mysterious , which gradually builds to a
climax. The central section of Part I is a series of dances, each of which
depicts a different aspect of the pagan ritual. The dances are full of energy
and rhythmic complexity, and they often feature unusual and dissonant
harmonies.

Part II begins with a more subdued section, which gradually builds to a
climax. The climax of Part II is the "Sacrificial Dance," which is a violent and
chaotic depiction of the ritual sacrifice. The work ends with a brief and quiet
epilogue.

The music of The Rite of Spring is highly innovative and complex.
Stravinsky uses a variety of techniques to create a sense of energy and
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dissonance, including:

Polyrhythm: The use of multiple rhythms simultaneously

Polytonality: The use of multiple keys simultaneously

Dissonance: The use of harsh and unresolved harmonies

Ostinato: The repetition of a short musical figure

Aleatoric music: The use of chance or improvisation in performance

Stravinsky also uses a variety of compositional techniques to create a
sense of drama and tension, including:

Contrast: The use of contrasting musical sections

Sequential development: The repetition of musical material in
different keys or rhythms

Climax: The gradual building of tension to a peak

Resolution: The release of tension after a climax

The Rite of Spring was met with a mixed reaction when it was first
performed. Some critics praised its originality and energy, while others
condemned it as barbaric and unmusical. The work has since become one
of the most famous and influential orchestral works of the 20th century. It
has been performed by countless orchestras around the world, and it has
been the subject of numerous recordings, studies, and analyses.

The Rite of Spring is a powerful and groundbreaking work of music. It is a
vivid and brutal depiction of a pagan ritual, and its music is full of energy,
dissonance, and rhythmic complexity. The work has had a profound



influence on the development of music in the 20th century, and it continues
to provoke and inspire audiences today.
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