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The William Massey Sr. Lectures are a series of annual lectures given by
distinguished journalists and media scholars. The lectures are designed to
promote a deeper understanding of the role of the press in society and to
encourage critical thinking about the media.

The lectures were established in 1987 by the William Massey Sr.
Foundation. The foundation was created by William Massey Sr., a
prominent businessman and philanthropist who was also a strong
supporter of journalism.

The first William Massey Sr. Lecture was given by Walter Cronkite, the
legendary CBS News anchorman. Since then, the lectures have been given
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by a wide range of journalists and media scholars, including Tom Brokaw,
Christiane Amanpour, and Jay Rosen.

The William Massey Sr. Lectures are free and open to the public. They are
typically held at the University of Nevada, Reno.

The Role of the Press in Society

The press plays a vital role in society. It informs the public about important
issues, holds those in power accountable, and provides a forum for debate
and discussion.

In a free and democratic society, the press is essential for ensuring that the
government is transparent and responsive to the needs of the people. The
press also plays a role in promoting social justice and equality.

However, the press is not without its critics. Some argue that the press is
too biased or that it is too focused on sensationalism. Others argue that the
press is too powerful or that it is not ng enough to hold those in power
accountable.

Despite these criticisms, the press remains an essential part of a free and
democratic society. The William Massey Sr. Lectures are an important
forum for discussing the role of the press in society and for encouraging
critical thinking about the media.

Critical Thinking About the Media

In today's world, we are constantly bombarded with information from a
variety of sources. It is more important than ever to be able to think critically
about the media.



Critical thinking about the media involves being aware of the biases and
limitations of different sources. It also involves being able to evaluate the
credibility of information and to identify propaganda and misinformation.

The William Massey Sr. Lectures provide an opportunity to learn from
experts about how to think critically about the media. The lectures also
provide a forum for discussing the challenges and opportunities facing the
media in the 21st century.

The William Massey Sr. Lectures are a valuable resource for anyone who
wants to learn more about the role of the press in society and to develop
their critical thinking skills. The lectures are free and open to the public, and
they are a great way to stay informed about the latest issues facing the

media.
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