
Mock Classicism: Latin American Film
Comedy from the 1930s to the 1960s
Mock classicism, a form of parody that targets the conventions of classical
Hollywood cinema, emerged in Latin American film in the 1930s and
continued through the 1960s. This comedic style drew upon the familiar
tropes and aesthetics of classic films to create satirical and often
subversive works. Mock classicism allowed filmmakers to critique and
comment on the dominant cultural and political ideologies of their time.

Origins and Influences

The roots of mock classicism in Latin American film can be traced back to
the early silent era. Films such as El automóvil gris (1919) and La dama
duende (1920) employed elements of parody and satire to poke fun at the
conventions of early Hollywood films. These films often featured
exaggerated characters, absurd situations, and self-referential humor.
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In the 1930s, the rise of sound cinema and the growing popularity of
Hollywood films led to a more pronounced development of mock
classicism. Latin American filmmakers began to parody not only the
conventions of silent films but also the new conventions of sound cinema.
Films such as El recurso del método (1933) by Mario Soffici and La noche
de los feos (1939) by Emilio Vieyra used mock classicism to satirize the
melodramatic and romantic tropes of Hollywood films.

Key Techniques and Characteristics

Mock classicism in Latin American film is characterized by a number of key
techniques and characteristics:

Parody and satire: Mock classicism often employs parody and satire
to critique and comment on the conventions of classical Hollywood
cinema. This can include using exaggerated characters, absurd
situations, and self-referential humor.

Intertextuality: Mock classicism often draws upon the familiar tropes
and aesthetics of classic films to create a sense of intertextuality. This
can include referencing specific films, actors, or directors, or using
classic film techniques such as chiaroscuro lighting or dramatic
camera angles.

Subversion and critique: Mock classicism can be used to subvert
and critique the dominant cultural and political ideologies of the time.
By parodying the conventions of classical Hollywood cinema,
filmmakers could challenge the values and norms that these films
promoted.

Notable Films and Directors



There are a number of notable films and directors associated with the mock
classicism movement in Latin American cinema.

Mario Soffici

Mario Soffici was an Argentine director who is considered one of the
pioneers of mock classicism in Latin American film. His 1933 film El recurso
del método is a classic example of the genre. The film parodies the
conventions of Hollywood melodramas, using exaggerated characters and
absurd situations to satirize the genre's preoccupation with romance and
tragedy.

Ismael Rodríguez

Ismael Rodríguez was a Mexican director who is known for his mock
classicism films such as Nosotros los pobres (1948) and A toda máquina
(1951). Rodríguez's films often featured working-class characters and used
humor and satire to critique social and political issues.

Luis Buñuel

Luis Buñuel was a Spanish director who is considered one of the most
important figures in the history of cinema. Buñuel's films often employed
elements of mock classicism to satirize the conventions of Hollywood
cinema and to explore themes of surrealism and the subconscious.

Legacy and Influence

Mock classicism in Latin American film had a significant impact on the
development of Latin American cinema. It allowed filmmakers to
experiment with new forms of comedy and to critique the dominant cultural
and political ideologies of their time. Mock classicism also helped to



establish a sense of cultural identity for Latin American cinema, setting it
apart from Hollywood films.

The influence of mock classicism can be seen in contemporary Latin
American cinema. Many contemporary Latin American filmmakers continue
to use elements of mock classicism in their films, using it to critique social
and political issues and to explore new forms of comedy.

Further Reading

Mock Classicism in Latin American Cinema by John King

Mock Classicism and Latin American Cinema by Julianne Burton-
Carvajal

Mock Classicism: Parody and Satire in Mexican Cinema during the
Golden Age by Andrea Noble
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