
Mercy Temple Chronicles Collection: A
Legacy of Faith and Heritage
A Testament to Faith and Community

Nestled within the heart of the vibrant Mercy Temple Church in Cleveland,
Ohio, lies a treasure trove of history, faith, and cultural legacy. The Mercy
Temple Chronicles Collection is an extraordinary assemblage of religious
artifacts, historical documents, and captivating exhibits that narrate the
remarkable journey of this esteemed Christian congregation.
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Founded in 1895 by a small group of devout believers, Mercy Temple
Church has played a pivotal role in the spiritual, social, and economic fabric
of Cleveland's African American community. For over a century, the church
has served as a beacon of hope, a sanctuary of worship, and a driving
force for social change.
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The Mercy Temple Chronicles Collection is a testament to this rich history
and the enduring legacy of faith that has guided the congregation
throughout its illustrious past. Meticulously curated and preserved, the
collection invites visitors to embark on a journey through time, exploring the
triumphs and challenges that have shaped Mercy Temple Church and the
wider community it serves.
Captivating Exhibits: Unveiling the Past

The Mercy Temple Chronicles Collection is a captivating tapestry of exhibits
that showcase the church's deep-rooted faith, its cultural significance, and
its unwavering commitment to social justice. Each exhibit tells a unique
story, revealing the lives and contributions of the congregation's members,
the transformative events that have shaped its history, and the enduring
spirit that continues to inspire generations.

The Founding of Mercy Temple: This exhibit explores the humble
beginnings of the church in 1895, tracing the journey of its founding
members and the challenges they faced in establishing a new
congregation.

The Pastor's Legacy: Through original sermons, photographs, and
personal artifacts, this exhibit celebrates the visionary leadership of
Reverend Harvey Johnson Sr., who served as pastor of Mercy Temple
for over 50 years.

The Social Gospel Movement: Mercy Temple played a central role in
the Social Gospel movement, a progressive Christian movement that
emphasized the importance of addressing social and economic
inequalities. This exhibit examines the church's involvement in social
justice initiatives, such as providing food and shelter to the poor.



The Civil Rights Era: Mercy Temple was a key meeting place for civil
rights leaders and activists during the tumultuous Civil Rights Era. This
exhibit showcases the church's role in the fight for equality and the
contributions of its members to the movement.

The Legacy of Faith: This exhibit explores the enduring faith that has
sustained Mercy Temple Church throughout its history. It features
testimonies from members, recounts of spiritual awakenings, and
examples of the church's ongoing commitment to spreading the
gospel.

Priceless Artifacts: Tangible Ties to the Past

The Mercy Temple Chronicles Collection is not merely a display of historical
documents and artifacts; it is a tangible connection to the past, a living
testament to the faith and heritage of the Mercy Temple Church community.
Each artifact bears witness to the lives, struggles, and triumphs of those
who have come before.

The Original Pulpit Bible: This well-worn Bible was used by
Reverend Harvey Johnson Sr. during his sermons for over 50 years.
Its pages hold the weight of countless messages of hope, inspiration,
and guidance.

The Communion Chalice: This ornate silver chalice has been used
for Holy Communion at Mercy Temple for generations. It symbolizes
the unity and shared faith of the congregation.

The Church Hymnal: The hymnal contains a collection of hymns that
have been sung by Mercy Temple members for over a century. Its
melodies echo the joys, sorrows, and aspirations of the congregation.



The Sunday School Records: These meticulously kept records
document the names and attendance of countless children who have
grown up within the church's nurturing embrace.

The Civil Rights Protest Placard: This placard, bearing the words
"Freedom Now," was carried by Mercy Temple members during a civil
rights march in the 1960s. It serves as a reminder of the church's
commitment to social justice.

A Living Legacy: Inspiration for the Future

The Mercy Temple Chronicles Collection is more than just a historical
archive; it is a living legacy that continues to inspire and guide the Mercy
Temple Church community. Through its engaging exhibits and priceless
artifacts, the collection serves as a constant reminder of the faith,
resilience, and unwavering commitment that have defined the church's
past.

For visitors, the collection provides a glimpse into the rich heritage of Mercy
Temple Church and the broader African American community in Cleveland.
It offers a deeper understanding of the challenges and triumphs that have
shaped the community over the years, and it sparks a sense of pride and
connection among those who visit.

For the church's members, the collection is a source of inspiration and
renewal. It reminds them of the sacrifices made by their ancestors and the
legacy they are called to uphold. It encourages them to continue the
church's mission of spreading love, compassion, and justice in the world.

Witness the Legacy: Visit the Mercy Temple Chronicles Collection



The Mercy Temple Chronicles Collection is an extraordinary opportunity to
delve into the rich history and enduring legacy of Mercy Temple Church.
Whether you are a member of the congregation, a curious visitor, or a
scholar seeking to deepen your understanding of African American history
and culture, the collection offers a captivating and inspiring experience.

Plan your visit today and immerse yourself in the stories, artifacts, and
exhibits that bring the past to life. Discover the unwavering faith that has
sustained Mercy Temple Church for over a century and witness the legacy
that continues to inspire generations.

Visit the Mercy Temple Chronicles Collection today and be part of a
living legacy of faith and heritage.

Mercy Temple Chronicles Collection

440 East 126th Street, Cleveland, OH 44108

(216) 541-8400

info@mercytemplechurch.org
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