
Homeschooling in America: Capturing and
Assessing the Movement
Homeschooling is the education of children at home, typically by parents or
guardians, rather than in a traditional public or private school system.
Homeschooled children may receive instruction in a variety of ways,
including online courses, textbooks, and hands-on learning.
Homeschooling is a legal option in all 50 states, although the specific
regulations vary from state to state.
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History of Homeschooling in America

Homeschooling has a long history in America, dating back to the colonial
era. In the early days of the United States, many families homeschooled
their children because there were few public schools available.
Homeschooling also became common in the 19th century, as many families
moved west and settled in areas where there were no schools. In the early
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20th century, homeschooling declined as more public schools were built
and compulsory education laws were passed. However, homeschooling
began to experience a resurgence in the 1970s, and it has continued to
grow in popularity ever since.

Legal Framework for Homeschooling

The legal framework for homeschooling in America is complex and varies
from state to state. In general, however, homeschooling is legal in all 50
states. States typically have laws that set forth the minimum requirements
for homeschooling, such as the number of hours of instruction per year and
the subjects that must be taught. Some states also require homeschooled
children to take standardized tests or to be evaluated by a certified teacher.
Parents who homeschool their children should be aware of the
homeschooling laws in their state and should make sure that they are in
compliance.

Current Trends in Homeschooling

Homeschooling is becoming increasingly popular in America. According to
the National Home Education Research Institute, an estimated 2.5 million
children were homeschooled in the United States in 2020. This represents
a significant increase from the 1.7 million children who were homeschooled
in 2010. Homeschooling is particularly popular among families with
religious objections to public schools, families who live in rural areas, and
families who have children with special needs.

There are a number of factors that have contributed to the rise of
homeschooling in America. One factor is the growing dissatisfaction with
public schools. Many parents feel that public schools are too large, too
bureaucratic, and too focused on standardized testing. Homeschooling



allows parents to provide their children with a more individualized and
tailored education.

Another factor that has contributed to the rise of homeschooling is the
increasing availability of resources for homeschooling families. There are
now a wide variety of online courses, textbooks, and other resources
available to homeschooling families. This makes it easier for parents to
homeschool their children, even if they do not have a teaching background.

Benefits of Homeschooling

There are a number of potential benefits to homeschooling. Homeschooled
children often have more individualized and tailored education than they
would in a traditional school setting. This can be especially beneficial for
children with special needs or who have unique learning styles.
Homeschooling also allows children to learn at their own pace and to
pursue their interests in depth.

In addition, homeschooled children often have a stronger bond with their
parents and siblings. Homeschooling can provide families with an
opportunity to spend more time together and to share in the learning
process. Homeschooled children also tend to have higher academic
achievement than their public school counterparts. According to a study by
the National Home Education Research Institute, homeschooled children
score an average of 15 to 30 percentile points higher than public school
children on standardized tests.

Challenges of Homeschooling

While homeschooling offers a number of potential benefits, there are also
some challenges to consider. One challenge is the isolation that



homeschooled children can experience. Homeschooled children may not
have as much opportunity to interact with their peers as they would in a
traditional school setting. This can be a particular challenge for children
who are extroverted or who have difficulty making friends.

Another challenge of homeschooling is the financial burden.
Homeschooling can be expensive, especially if parents need to purchase
curriculum materials and supplies. In addition, parents who homeschool
their children may need to give up work or reduce their hours, which can
lead to a loss of income.

Finally, homeschooling can be stressful for parents. Homeschooling
parents are responsible for all aspects of their children's education, which
can be a daunting task. In addition, homeschooling parents may feel
isolated from other parents and may not have a support system in place.

Resources for Homeschooling Families

There are a number of resources available to homeschooling families. The
following organizations provide support and information to homeschooling
families:

* National Home Education Research Institute * Home School Legal
Defense Association * Association of Christian Schools International *
National Association of Private Schools

In addition, there are a number of online forums and communities where
homeschooling families can connect with each other and share tips and
advice.



Homeschooling is a viable educational option for many families. It offers a
number of potential benefits, such as individualized instruction, higher
academic achievement, and a stronger bond between parents and children.
However, homeschooling can also be challenging, and there are a number
of factors to consider before making the decision to homeschool. Parents
who are considering homeschooling their children should do their research
and make sure that they are prepared for the challenges.
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