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German Shepherds are one of the most popular dog breeds in the world,
and for good reason. They are intelligent, loyal, and versatile dogs that
make great companions for families, individuals, and anyone who
appreciates a highly trainable and hardworking canine companion.
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If you're thinking about adding a German Shepherd to your family, or if
you're simply curious about this amazing breed, then Caroline Coile's
"German Shepherds For Dummies" is the perfect resource for you. This
comprehensive guide covers everything you need to know about German
Shepherds, from their history and characteristics to their training, health,
and more.

History of German Shepherds
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German Shepherds were originally bred in Germany in the late 19th
century to be herding dogs. They quickly became popular for their
intelligence, trainability, and loyalty, and they were soon being used for a
variety of purposes, including police work, military service, and search and
rescue.

Today, German Shepherds are one of the most versatile dog breeds in the
world. They excel in a variety of sports and activities, and they make great
companions for people of all ages and lifestyles.

Characteristics of German Shepherds

German Shepherds are medium to large-sized dogs with a muscular build
and a thick, double coat. They typically weigh between 60 and 90 pounds
and stand between 22 and 26 inches tall at the shoulder.

German Shepherds have a distinctive appearance with a long, narrow head
and a bushy tail. They are known for their intelligence, loyalty, and
trainability, and they make great companions for families, individuals, and
anyone who appreciates a highly trainable and hardworking canine
companion.

Training German Shepherds

German Shepherds are intelligent dogs that are eager to please, which
makes them highly trainable. However, they can also be stubborn and
independent, so it's important to start training your German Shepherd
puppy early and to be consistent with your training.

There are a variety of ways to train a German Shepherd, but the most
effective methods are based on positive reinforcement. This means



rewarding your dog for good behavior and ignoring or redirecting unwanted
behavior.

Here are some basic tips for training a German Shepherd:

Start training your puppy as early as possible.

Be consistent with your training and use positive reinforcement.

Keep training sessions short and fun.

Enroll your dog in obedience classes to learn more advanced training
techniques.

Health of German Shepherds

German Shepherds are generally healthy dogs, but they are prone to a few
health problems, including hip dysplasia, elbow dysplasia, and bloat. It's
important to take your German Shepherd to the vet for regular checkups
and to follow your vet's recommendations for vaccinations and other
preventive care.

Here are some tips for keeping your German Shepherd healthy:

Feed your dog a healthy diet.

Exercise your dog regularly.

Take your dog to the vet for regular checkups.

Follow your vet's recommendations for vaccinations and other
preventive care.



German Shepherds are amazing dogs that make great companions for
families, individuals, and anyone who appreciates a highly trainable and
hardworking canine companion. If you're thinking about adding a German
Shepherd to your family, then Caroline Coile's "German Shepherds For
Dummies" is the perfect resource for you. This comprehensive guide
covers everything you need to know about German Shepherds, from their
history and characteristics to their training, health, and more.

With the right care and training, your German Shepherd will be a loyal and
loving companion for many years to come.
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