
Educational Change and the Political Process:
Navigating the Complexities
Educational change is a complex and multifaceted process that involves a
wide range of stakeholders, from policymakers and administrators to
teachers, students, and parents. It is also a politically charged issue, as any
attempt to alter the educational system inevitably touches on issues of
power, equity, and ideology.

In this article, we will explore the relationship between educational change
and the political process. We will examine the ways in which politics can
both facilitate and hinder educational change, and we will consider the role
that educators can play in navigating the political landscape.
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The Role of Politics in Educational Change

Politics plays a significant role in educational change in a number of ways.
First, politics determines the overall goals and priorities of the educational
system. For example, a government that values economic growth may
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prioritize STEM education, while a government that values social justice
may prioritize equity and inclusion.

Second, politics determines the resources that are available to schools and
districts. Governments provide the funding that schools need to operate,
and they also set policies that govern how those funds can be used. For
example, a government may mandate that schools spend a certain amount
of money on teacher salaries, or it may provide grants for schools that
adopt certain educational programs.

Third, politics determines the accountability measures that schools are
subject to. Governments set standards for student achievement, and they
also create systems for monitoring and evaluating schools' progress.
Schools that fail to meet these standards may face consequences, such as
sanctions or closure.

How Politics Can Facilitate Educational Change

While politics can sometimes be a barrier to educational change, it can also
be a powerful force for change. When politicians are united behind a
common goal, they can enact policies that have a real impact on the
educational system.

For example, in the 1960s, the federal government passed a series of
landmark laws that expanded access to education for all students,
regardless of their race, gender, or disability. These laws, which were
passed with bipartisan support, had a profound impact on the American
educational system.



More recently, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) was passed with
overwhelming bipartisan support. ESSA replaced No Child Left Behind, a
previous education law that had been criticized for its focus on
standardized testing and its punitive approach to school improvement.

ESSA gives states more flexibility in designing their educational systems,
and it also provides more support for struggling schools. This law has the
potential to bring about significant improvements in the American
educational system, but its success will depend on the willingness of states
and districts to implement it effectively.

How Politics Can Hinder Educational Change

While politics can sometimes be a force for good in education, it can also
be a barrier to change. When politicians are divided, they may be unable to
agree on a common agenda for education. This can lead to gridlock and
inaction, which can prevent the educational system from meeting the needs
of students.

For example, in recent years, there has been a growing debate over the
Common Core State Standards. These standards were developed by a
consortium of states and education experts, and they are designed to
ensure that all students are prepared for college and careers.

However, the Common Core has become a political football. Some
politicians have criticized the standards, arguing that they are too rigorous
and that they give the federal government too much control over education.
As a result, a number of states have refused to adopt the Common Core.



The debate over the Common Core is just one example of how politics can
hinder educational change. When politicians are unable to agree on a
common agenda, it can be difficult to make progress on important issues.

The Role of Educators in the Political Process

Educators can play a vital role in the political process. They can advocate
for policies that they believe will improve the educational system, and they
can work with policymakers to ensure that those policies are implemented
effectively.

Here are a few ways that educators can get involved in the political
process:

Vote. Voting is one of the most important ways that educators can
make their voices heard. When educators vote, they send a message
to policymakers that they care about education and that they want to
have a say in how the educational system is run.

Run for office. Running for office is a great way for educators to have
a direct impact on educational policy. When educators are elected to
office, they can use their positions to advocate for the policies that they
believe in.

Lobby policymakers. Lobbying is a way for educators to
communicate their concerns to policymakers. When educators lobby,
they meet with policymakers and discuss the issues that are important
to them. They can also provide policymakers with information and
research that can help them make informed decisions.

Testify before legislative committees. Legislators often hold
hearings to gather information on specific issues. Educators can testify



before these committees to share their expertise and to advocate for
policies that they believe will improve the educational system.

Serve on advisory boards. Many government agencies and
educational organizations have advisory boards that provide input on
educational policy. Educators can serve on these boards to represent
the interests of students and teachers.

Educational change is a complex and multifaceted process that involves a
wide range of stakeholders. Politics plays a significant role in educational
change, as it determines the goals, resources, and accountability measures
of the educational system.

While politics can sometimes be a barrier to educational change, it can also
be a powerful force for change. When politicians are united behind a
common goal, they can enact policies that have a real impact on the
educational system.

Educators can play a vital role in the political process. They can advocate
for policies that they believe will improve the educational system, and they
can work with policymakers to ensure that those policies are implemented
effectively.

By getting involved in the political process, educators can help to shape the
future of education for all students.

Additional Resources

National Education Association: Political Action

American Federation of Teachers: Educators and the Political Process



Edutopia: Educators and Politics

ASCD: How Educators Can Advocate for Policy Change

National Association of Secondary School Principals: Advocacy
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