
Collaborating Backstage: Breaking Barriers
for the Creative Network
The backstage of any creative production is a complex and dynamic
environment, teeming with a diverse array of individuals working together to
bring a vision to life. From stage managers and lighting designers to
costume designers and sound engineers, each member of the backstage
crew plays a vital role in ensuring the seamless execution of a
performance.

But behind the scenes of the creative industries, there are often hidden
barriers that can hinder collaboration and prevent the full potential of the
creative network from being realized. These barriers can include:

Diversity and inclusion: The creative industries have long been
criticized for their lack of diversity and inclusion. This can lead to a lack
of representation on stage and behind the scenes, which can have a
negative impact on the quality of the work produced.

Equity: The creative industries can also be a very inequitable place,
with a wide gap between the incomes of those at the top and those at
the bottom. This can make it difficult for people from marginalized
backgrounds to enter and succeed in the industry.

Access: The creative industries can also be very difficult to access,
with many people facing barriers to entry due to factors such as their
location, financial situation, or disability.

Representation: The creative industries need to do a better job of
representing the diversity of the world around us. This means ensuring



that people from all backgrounds are able to see themselves reflected
on stage and behind the scenes.

The good news is that there are a number of things that can be done to
overcome these barriers and create a more inclusive and equitable creative
network. These include:
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Mentorship and sponsorship: Mentorship and sponsorship
programs can help to provide support and guidance to people from
marginalized backgrounds who are entering the creative industries.

Training and development: Training and development programs can
help to provide people from marginalized backgrounds with the skills
and knowledge they need to succeed in the creative industries.

Outreach programs: Outreach programs can help to connect people
from marginalized backgrounds with the creative industries and
provide them with opportunities to participate in creative activities.
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Policy changes: Policy changes can help to create a more inclusive
and equitable creative network by addressing issues such as diversity,
inclusion, equity, access, and representation.

When barriers are broken down and collaboration is encouraged, the
creative network benefits in a number of ways. These include:

Increased creativity: A diverse and inclusive creative network leads to
increased creativity and innovation. When people from different
backgrounds come together to work on a project, they bring with them
their own unique perspectives and experiences. This can lead to new
and exciting ideas that would not have been possible if the team was
more homogeneous.

Improved quality: A diverse and inclusive creative network leads to
improved quality of work. When people from different backgrounds
work together, they can challenge each other's assumptions and help
to ensure that the final product is the best it can be.

Greater reach: A diverse and inclusive creative network can help to
increase the reach of the creative industries. When people from
different backgrounds are involved in creating and producing content, it
is more likely to appeal to a wider audience.

Enhanced reputation: A diverse and inclusive creative network can
help to enhance the reputation of the creative industries. When people
see that the creative industries are committed to diversity and
inclusion, they are more likely to support them.

Breaking down barriers and encouraging collaboration is essential for the
future of the creative network. By creating a more inclusive and equitable



industry, we can unleash the full potential of our creative talent and create a
more vibrant and dynamic creative sector.
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