Advocating for Students of Color in
Mathematics: A Call to Action

In the United States, students of color continue to face significant
challenges in mathematics education. They are more likely to be placed in
lower-level math classes, have less access to high-quality math instruction,
and score lower on standardized math tests than their white peers. This
disparity is not due to any inherent lack of ability, but rather to systemic
barriers that have been in place for centuries.

One of the most important ways to advocate for students of color in
mathematics is to ensure that they have access to high-quality math
instruction. This means providing them with qualified math teachers,
access to rigorous math curricula, and opportunities to engage in hands-on
math activities.
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Another important way to advocate for students of color in mathematics is
to create a welcoming and inclusive learning environment. This means
creating a classroom where all students feel respected and valued, and
where they are encouraged to take risks and ask questions. It also means
challenging stereotypes about students of color and their ability to succeed
in mathematics.

Parents and community members can also play an important role in
advocating for students of color in mathematics. They can attend school
board meetings, volunteer in their children's classrooms, and support
organizations that are working to improve math education for all students.

By working together, we can create a more equitable learning environment
for all students, regardless of their race or ethnicity. We can ensure that all
students have the opportunity to succeed in mathematics and reach their
full potential.

The Challenges Faced by Students of Color in Mathematics

Students of color face a number of challenges in mathematics education,
including:

= Lower placement in math classes: Students of color are more likely
to be placed in lower-level math classes than their white peers, even
when they have the same math ability.

= Less access to high-quality math instruction: Students of color are
more likely to have less access to high-quality math instruction than
their white peers. This is due to a number of factors, including a lack of
qualified math teachers in schools with large populations of students of
color.



= Lower scores on standardized math tests: Students of color score
lower on standardized math tests than their white peers, even when
they have the same math ability. This is due to a number of factors,
including the fact that students of color are more likely to be placed in
lower-level math classes and have less access to high-quality math
instruction.

These challenges have a significant impact on the educational
opportunities and life outcomes of students of color. Students who are
placed in lower-level math classes are less likely to take advanced math
courses in high school and college, which limits their options for college
majors and careers. Students who have less access to high-quality math
instruction are less likely to develop the math skills they need to succeed in
school and the workforce. And students who score lower on standardized
math tests are less likely to be accepted into selective colleges and
universities.

The Importance of Culturally Responsive Teaching

Culturally responsive teaching is an approach to teaching that recognizes
and incorporates the cultural backgrounds and experiences of students into
the learning process. This approach has been shown to improve student
engagement, motivation, and achievement in mathematics.

There are a number of ways to incorporate culturally responsive teaching
into mathematics instruction, including:

= Using examples and problems that are relevant to students' lives
and experiences



= Incorporating students' cultural knowledge and perspectives into
the learning process

= Creating a classroom environment that is welcoming and
inclusive of all students

Culturally responsive teaching is an essential component of creating a
more equitable learning environment for students of color in mathematics.
By recognizing and incorporating the cultural backgrounds and experiences
of students into the learning process, we can create a classroom where all
students feel respected and valued, and where they are encouraged to
take risks and ask questions.

The Role of Advocates in Creating a More Equitable Learning
Environment

Advocates play a critical role in creating a more equitable learning
environment for students of color in mathematics. Advocates can:

= Raise awareness of the challenges faced by students of color in
mathematics

=  Work to change policies and practices that are barriers to student
success

= Provide support to students of color who are struggling in
mathematics

= Mentor students of color who are interested in pursuing careers
in mathematics

Advocates can be parents, teachers, administrators, community members,
or anyone who is committed to creating a more equitable learning



environment for all students. By working together, we can create a world
where all students have the opportunity to succeed in mathematics and
reach their full potential.

Students of color face a number of challenges in mathematics education.
These challenges have a significant impact on their educational
opportunities and life outcomes. By working together, we can create a more
equitable learning environment for all students, regardless of their race or
ethnicity. We can ensure that all students have the opportunity to succeed
in mathematics and reach their full potential.
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